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Introduction 


This e-book consists of four chapters, “A Sparkling Gem All Can Enjoy: The Uniqueness of 
‘City of Ghosts’ (Chapter 1), “‘Helluva Boss’: An Indie Animation With Morbid Humor” 


(Chapter 2), ““RWBY’: The Captivating YA Animated Series” (Chapter 3) and “‘The Great Jahy 
Will Not Be Defeated!’- A Hilarious Anime That Scrambles Tropes” (Chapter 4), along with 
concluding words I wrote in August 2023. As a warning, there are spoilers for the series 
discussed here. 


Since there were many reviews to upload onto the Internet Archive, I decided to group them 
together to give myself less work, so that I did not need to upload over 170 separate documents! 
This e-book is the result of it. It includes micro-reviews, or what can be called short reviews, of 
four series: City of Ghosts, Helluva Boss, RWBY, and The Great Jahy Will Not Be Defeated!. 


I did some spell-check and other revisions to ensure this text made sense, and to correct any 
errors that I made in the original text, which comes to over 3,200 words! Otherwise, the text is 
almost the same. Happy Reading! 


- Burkely 
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Chapter One: A Sparkling Gem All Can Enjoy: The 
Uniqueness of "City of Ghosts" 


On March 5, City of Ghosts, an animated series created by Elizabeth Ito, formerly a 


supervising director of Adventure Time, premiered on Netflix. This series was positively received 


for its pacing, humor, voice cast, and animation style. Even though it has been over a month 


since it premiered, the show continues to be relevant, tackling topics which expose 
uncomfortable truths about our society. 
Set in Los Angeles, City of Ghosts is about four kids who are part of the Ghost Club: 


Zelda, Thomas, Eva, and Peter. All four travel across the city, interviewing ghosts about their 


lives, adding the recordings to something called the "Ectopedia." Beginning in the first episode, 
the Ghost Club meets at a branch of the Los Angeles Public Library, sitting under a table, 
discussing how to find the ghosts. 

Each episode focuses on a part of Los Angeles not often talked about, part of what Wired 
calls a "multicultural mélange." This includes Jo, a Filipina chef who owns a café in Boyle 
Heights, Sonya, the owner of a vegan café who teaches children poetry in the evenings, and 


Yulissa, a teacher at a music school who is trying to teach her kids Oaxacan music. The show, 
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which is for those age 5 and up, proposes a new way of thinking about history, ethnicity, and 
cities, while remaining educational in an engaging way. 

The series tackles cultural appropriation, gentrification, discrimination, and historical 
erasure, while remaining what some call a "lovely...vision for children’s entertainment" and a 
"gentle love letter" to L.A. itself. For example, in the third and fourth episodes, the Ghost Club 
learns about Leimert Park and the Indigenous people of L.A., the Tongva. In the latter case, there 
is discussion of colonization, extraction, development, and language erasure by White settlers of 
areas where the Tongva lived. The Ghost Club then expands their map of the city to include all 
the Indigenous names, while Jasper (voiced by Honor Calderon) connects with the land and their 
heritage, learning to speak Tonga in the process. Other episodes focus on skateboard culture, the 


horrors of Japanese incarceration in World War II, a marionette puppet theater, and a whistling 


ghost who speaks in Zapotec. 


This "warm and huggable" series has subtle, but significant, LGBTQ representation. In 


the beginning of the second episode, Thomas, the artifact specialist of the Ghost Club, voiced by 


Blue Chapman, a transgender child actor, says they use they/them pronouns. In an interview with 


Vulture, Ito confirmed that Thomas is non-binary, saying she hoped to expand their story more in 
the future. She expressed her joy that Netflix was fine with Thomas being non-binary. She also 
revealed that some dialogue in the first episode was re-recorded so that fellow actors would be 
using the right pronouns for Thomas. Additionally, in the fourth episode, Jasper is shown with 
two moms. 

Despite the diverse storytelling in this unique series, Ito has hinted that the show will not 
come back for a second season. She has written that people should not get their "hopes up for 


more City of Ghosts," and that her "well of motivation is running low." Even so, there have been 
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calls on social media platforms, like Twitter, for the series to return, something which Ito 
supports. Whether Netflix picks up the series for a second season or not, it remains a sparkling 


gem that all can enjoy. 


© 2021-2023 Burkely Hermann. All rights reserved. 
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Chapter Two: "Helluva Boss": An Indie Animation With 
Morbid Humor 


Moxxie, Millie, Blitzo, and Loona prepare to fight humans in the most recent episode (Screengrab: 


Helluva Boss) 


What if demons were contracted by other demons to assassinate "bad" humans? That's 
what Helluva Boss, a mature animated web series, is all about. While the series is bloody at 
times, it also has a tenor of morbid humor and is unlike any other animated series, indie or 
mainstream, that has ever been created or has appeared on any platform. 

Helluva Boss is the creation of Vivienne "VivziePop" Medrano, a bisexual independent 
animator of Salvadoran descent, who is also known for her musical show about queer demons, 


Hazbin Hotel, which was picked up as full series order by A24 in August 2020. It is known for 


edgy humor, a unique animation style, catchy musical numbers, and voice acting. Like Hazbin 


Hotel, the Helluva Boss animated series is also full of LGBTQ+ characters. 
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Members of I.M.P. in the Helluva Boss pilot 


The series centers around Immediate Murder Professionals (I.M.P.), an assassination 
company headquartered in Hell, headed by Blitzo (voiced by Brandon Rogers), and includes 
Moxxie (voiced by Richard Steven Horvitz), the weapons expert, Loona (voiced by Erica 
Lindbeck), the hellhound receptionist, and Millie (voiced by Vivian Nixon), an extrovert married 
to Moxxie. They can use a book from the Prince of Hell, Stolas (voiced by Bryce Pinkham), to 
visit the human world and kill humans on Earth to settle the "business" of residents in Hell. 
According to Medrano, while Hazbin Hotel is about redemption, Helluva Boss follows societies 
and characters already in Hell, with a focus on interpersonal relationships, and both series often 
don't overlap even though they are set in the same universe. 

Helluva Boss has four LGBTQ characters (or even more if you talk to fans), most of 
which are in the main cast. Blitzo, who has slept with Stolas, is pansexual, and his voice actor, 
Rogers, is openly gay. Another protagonist, Moxxie, is bisexual, as Medrano confirmed on Bi 
Visibility Day last year, and Stolas is queer (possibly gay or bisexual). His relationship with 
Blitzo is complicated as he is married to a demon named Stella (voiced by Georgina Leahy), and 
has a daughter named Octavia (voiced by Barrett Wilbert Weed). Stolas and Blitzo both seem to 
have feelings for each other, but Blitzo's unsure of what Stolas thinks of him. 

Part of the show's appeal is its LGBTQ characters and interpersonal relationships. 
Helluva Boss promises to elevate queer narratives and stories, as much, if not more than shows 


such as The Owl House or OK K.O.! Let's Be Heroes. Although Helluva Boss is more mature 


Page 7 


than both of those all-ages animated series, it also features themes of family camaraderie and 
having a chosen family. It also has a talented cast, which includes (apart from those previously 
mentioned) Norman Reedus, Cristina Vee, James Monroe Iglehart, Mara Wilson, Jinkx 
Monsoon, Erica Luttrell, and Medrano herself. 

Most recently, the series featured Sallie May, a trans woman and Millie's sister. She is 


voiced by Morgana Ignis, who is also a trans woman. Although she is not as prominent a 


character as May Marigold in RWBY, voiced by trans female actress Kdin Jenzen, it is still great 


to see more trans representation in animation. Such representation will be expanded this fall 
when Barney, a trans man, debuts in DeadEndia, as well as when Lumberjanes drops on HBO 


Max, a series with a trans woman named Jo (one of the central characters). Hopefully, Sallie 


May returns in future episodes, and isn't a one-off character like Jewelstar in She-Ra and the 


Princesses of Power or Zadie from Danger & Eggs, to give two examples. 


A 


Sallie May talks with Millie and Moxxie in episode 5 

Helluva Boss, well-known in the indie animation space, has garnered over 100 million 
views on YouTube. It is created by Medrano's company, Spindlehorse Toons, which also worked 
on Hazbin Hotel and the animated adaption of Medrano's webcomic, ZooPhobia - "Bad Luck 


Jack", among other projects. The show's reach is evident by the fact that those who previously 
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worked on the show, and on Hazbin Hotel, have begun their own animations, currently in 
development, like two horror and black comedies, Satina and Far-Fetched. 

Last year, episodes of Helluva Boss were nominated for an Ursa Major Award in the Best 
Dramatic Series category, which awards works, whether literature, television, or whatnot, that 
fall within the furry fandom. Although some may eschew Helluva Boss for its sexual themes, 
strong language, or graphic violence, I would argue that it is one of the best series currently 
airing, whether one considers it better than Hazbin Hotel or not, especially when it comes to 
animated series. 

Furthermore, music is such an important part of the show that Medrano even teamed up 
with a company so actors could be cast and recorded for their singing! Medrano has said that she 
is influenced by musicals and music numbers, citing Disney films as one of the influences. 
Although the series has eight episodes in its first season, Medrano has described it as part of a 
"much grander season." 

With Helluva Boss currently on hiatus, now is the time to watch all of the show's 


episodes on Medrano's YouTube channel, including the original pilot and the six episodes from 


the first season, before the next episode drops, likely to much fanfare. 


© 2021-2023 Burkely Hermann. All rights reserved. 
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Chapter 3: "RWBY": The Captivating YA Animated Series 


Yang, Penny, Weiss, and Blake at the end of Volume 8 


Last year, when looking for another animated series to watch, I came across RWBY, a young 
adult animation, and one of Rooster Teeth's flagship series. While I wasn't sure about it at first, 
as I watched all eight seasons, I became invested in the characters, especially the protagonists, 
and a fan of the show itself. 

RWBY is the brainchild of the late Monty Oum. It is known for its captivating stories and a 
theme song, sung by Casey Lee Williams, which begins every episode, foreshadowing what 
happens in the season/volume. Although the series has the classic conflict of good vs. evil, there 
are well-developed characters with intricate storylines, elements of horror, and good character 
development. Some characters are even morally grey, like General James Ironwood or the Ace 


Ops. Other villains, such as Cinder Fall, don't want to strictly follow their leader. 
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Ruby in Volume 9 preview 


The anime-inspired series is named after the four main protagonists: Ruby Rose, Weiss 
Schnee, Blake Belladonna, and Yang Xiao Long. They stand against villains, such as Salem and 
her enforcers, like Cinder, Arthur Watts, Neopolitan, Tyrian Callows, Mercury Black, and the 
Grimm monsters. On the other hand, Ozma/Ozpin/Oscar Pine, Lie Ren, Nora Valkyrie, Qrow 
Branwen, Robyn Hill, and Jaune Arc, among others, help Ruby, Weiss, Blake, and Yang fight 
against the forces of evil. 

The show is clearly mature as it features its share of blood and gore, and the death of some 
characters, with the antagonist, Salem, even engaging in human experimentation. On the other 
hand, this science fantasy/adventure/action series has a large focus on magic, and sci-fi elements 
like the cyborg girl, Penny Polendina, and scrolls which can receive and record messages. Each 
of the protagonists, like those on RWBY, have a semblance which derives from their aura, 
helping them battle against the Grimm and other villains, either including powers such as object 
manipulation, disorienting people, or super strength. 

I don't want to give away too much of the plot, but I will say that the show features various 
supporting LGBTQ characters. In Volume 6, Saphron and Terra-Arc, a lesbian couple with a son 


named Adrian, as confirmed by Lindsay Jones, the voice of Ruby, who the protagonists, and 


their friends, stay with on their journey to another kingdom. Additionally, in the Volume 5 
episode "Alone Together," Ilia Amitola confessed her romantic feelings to Blake, and was later 


confirmed by show writer Miles Luna as a lesbian in a Reddit AMA. 
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Most prominently is May Marigold, a trans woman. Unlike other trans characters in 


animation, she is voiced by a trans female voice actress, Kdin Jenzen, and her character came out 


as trans in the Volume 8 episode "War," which she described as "something so wildly powerful 


& meaningful." 


LGBTO characters in RWBY so far 

There is a lot about the series which is wonderful. There is a strong possibility of 
confirmed LGBTQ representation in the main cast, especially since the voice actress for Blake, 
Atryn Zech, confirmed her character as bisexual in May 2020, and some even have argued that 
the shipping between Blake and Yang, known as Bumbleby, will come become canon in the 
show's next volume. 

Even if this doesn't happen, the show is still powerful, from its music to the characters, 
the voice acting to the visuals, which have improved from the earliest seasons to the present-day. 
Although the fandom may be toxic at times, the show is unique in its colorful ship names, 


especially the femslash ones, like Baked Alaska (Yang and Neopolitan), Blood Mint (Ruby and 


Emerald Sustrai), Freezerburn (Yang and Weiss), Ladybug (Ruby and Blake), or White Rose 
(Ruby and Weiss) to name a few. 


So, if you haven't seen RWBY yet, whether on VRV, Crunchyroll, Amazon Prime (in 


some locations), YouTube Movies (for purchase/rent), or on the RoosterTeeth website, now is 


the perfect time during the show's hiatus, before Volume 9 begins again sometime in 2022. 


© 2021-2023 Burkely Hermann. All rights reserved. 
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Chapter 4: "The Great Jahy Will Not Be Defeated!" -A 
Hilarious Anime That Scrambles Tropes 


Jahy working at the pub in the opening sequence of The Great Jahy Will Not Be Defeated 


What if a powerful, beautiful demon went from a revered and feared leader to a small, 
physically weak girl who is poor and destitute, living in a ratty apartment? That is the main 
premise of The Great Jahy Will Not Be Defeated!, an anime that makes you sympathize with the 
"villain" rather than the "hero". 

The Great Jahy Will Not Be Defeated!, otherwise known as Jahy-sama Won't Be 
Discouraged!, is a slice-of-life, comedic anime directed by Mirai Minato, based on a manga 
written by Wakame Konbu. It is known for its comedy of errors, scrambling tropes, and just 
being fun. 

The Great Jahy centers around Jahy, a brown-skinned demon who was once the second-in- 
command of the Dark Realm, but a magical girl destroyed the huge mana crystal, shattering it 
into thousands of pieces, and transporting herself and all the world's inhabitants into the human 


world. As a result, Jahy lost her privilege, powers from the mana crystal, and lives in a run-down 
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apartment. In order to survive, she works at the pub, Izakaya Maou, run by the sister of her 
apartment's landlord, as a wage slave. Due to her weakened powers, she can only change into her 
"true form," a taller woman with a scantily clad outfit, meaning she is often in a child-like state, 
and is only wearing a shirt. Even so, she remains determined to find the mana crystals by any 
means necessary so she can restore the Dark Realm. 

Apart from Jahy, the Landlord, and Manager, The Great Jahy features the Druj, a former 
lieutenant of Jahy, a tomboyish girl named Saurva who continually tries to scheme against Jahy, 
and take her position as the Dark Realm's second-in-command, to no avail, and a young 
elementary school girl, Kokoro, who tries to help her find mana crystals. Jahy, unlike other 
characters in anime, is not sexualized, even in her childlike form. She is treated just like any 
other person. The show's considerate at how the cast comes across, with very little fan service. 

One of the show's strengths is how it scrambles often present anime tropes, like the master- 
servant relationship. For instance, Druj, who has taken the name Nana Dojima in the human 
world, is very successful as a corporate executive at a consulting company. While she lives in a 
swanky apartment in a high-rise, Jahy is jealous because she is poor and destitute, while her 
lieutenant is doing better than her! Not only is this true in terms of wealth, but the fact that Druj 
has thousands of mana crystals while Jahy struggles to find any. 

A genius stroke of The Great Jahy is making the audience sympathize with Jahy instead of 
the Sailor Moon-esque Magical Girl even though Jahy's committed abuse, treats people terribly, 
and was a mass murderer in the past. At first, the Magical Girl, who can transform into a high 
school girl named Kyoko Jingu, appears to be a jerk, stealing the mana crystal that Jahy worked 
so hard to get. Later, it is shown that the Magical Girl's cursed with bad luck due to collecting the 
mana crystals and wants to destroy the crystals to save everyone else from bad luck, even trying 
to garner the favor of Kokoro, much to Jahy's annoyance. This scrambling of the magical girl 
trope is not uncommon, as it was lampooned in last year's SYFY series, Magical Girl Friendship 


Squad or its pilot series, Magical Girl Friendship Squad: Origins. 
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Magical Girl, beat up due to her bad luck caused by the mana crystals, walks through a market, to the 


e & 
There'sIno|betterpteeling}than this!” 


shock of onlookers, at the end of episode 10 

The Great Jahy scrambling of the master-servant relationship and themes of the magical girl 
genre, like youth, femininity, transformation, heroine elements, and even romance, to a lesser 
extent, is a major part of this anime. At the same time, situational comedy is a key theme. 
Whether it's Jahy's antics and the hilarity she encounters every day to the show's writing, its 
voice acting, or its animation, every single episode has made me laugh for one reason or another, 
more than any other anime I have watched. 


Although The Great Jahy only had a lukewarm reception at first on sites such as Anime 


News Network, critics such as Mercedez Clewis have been more positive. Like other shows 
currently airing, Jahy has an identity crisis. She is afraid the human world will change her and 
refuses to admit that she has fun working at the pub. Her interactions with her boss, landlord, 
Druj, and others, coupled with her determination, confidence, and vigor, make this anime always 
interesting and exciting to watch. 

With The Great Jahy Will Not Be Defeated! currently streaming on Crunchyroll on a weekly 
basis and having gone through half of its 20-episode order, now is the best time to catch up 
before episode 11 debuts on October 17, 2021. 
© 2021-2023 Burkely Hermann. All rights reserved. 
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Concluding Words 


These four posts did not mean I stopped writing about these series. I wrote about City of 
Ghosts on many other occasions, whether on the focus of the show on gentrification in San 
Francisco in relation to the themes in Birdie Wing, the show’s LGBTQ representation, on short- 
lived Netflix shows (and again in an article which I wrote earlier this year), or in comparison to 
the gentrification depicted in Moon Girl and Devil Dinosaur. 


As for Helluva Boss, I mentioned it in articles on indie animation (also see here), how 
blood-filled the episodes are, and making demons relatable and angels as jerks. In others, I 
pointed out that the series shows characters engaged in dimensional travel, has good LGBTQ 
representation (see here, here, here), and its role in the indie animation scene (see here, here, 
here, and here) and compared it to some girls-with-guns anime, while briefly mentioning it in 
other reviews (see here, and here). 


When it came to RWBY, I mentioned it in many of the same posts, along with ones about 
disability representation, in relation to what people thought about Velma, and in a review of 
Ippon Again, a yurish anime. Apart from writing reviews of Volume 9 and Justice League x 
RWBY-: Superheroes and Huntsmen, Part I (a film), I would also mention it in my reviews of 
Otaku Elf, Kuma Kuma Kuma Bear [season 2], Birdie Wing [season 2], Skip and Loafer, 
Unicorn: Warriors Eternal, and Oshi no Ko. 


Finally, for the series The Great Jahy Will Not Be Defeated!, 1 would mention it in some of 
the same articles, along with my posts about socially awkward anime characters, Birdie Wing, 
The Demon Girl Next Door, and Yuri is My Job!. 


- Burkely 


Hitt 
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